
netwoft markets

ln bilef
lempriere neM, president oI
lwTor During the 74th Annual
IWTO Congress held in Hobart
(AUS) Michäel Lempdere, Chäir-
man oJ the wool trading com-
pany Lempriere PTY Ltd, Mel-
boume (AUS), was eleded new
lWTo President. He replaces
luan Casanovas. Vice President
is Osman Kilic, Executive Officer
of the ormo Group, lstanbul OR)
New member of the lWTo
Boärd became Jo Dawson {rom
H. Dawson Group, Bradford (GB).
- lwlo, Brussels (B), is the inter-
national body representing the
interests of the worldS wool
textileträdeand industry .or

Awarded: lhe goveming council
of the Textile Insfitute, Man-
chester (GB), has conferred ihe
most prestigious Companion-
ship of the Textile Institute to
Shi Subodh P Sapra, President,
Polyester Sector, Reliance In-
duskies Limited, Mumbai (lND).
This is one ofthe Institut€3 most
coveted honours awarded to
only 50 individuals who are re-
cognised as having substantially
advanced the general interests
of the textile industry Re'iance
took overTreviE, Hatteßheim (D)
in August 2004.

ASSOCIATION OF GERMAN FASHION AND TEXTITE DESIGNEBS

This year the Verband Deutscher
Mode- und TextifDesigner e.V
(VDMD, Association of German
Fashion and Texiile Designers),
Munich (D), is celebrating 20years
of existence.This anniversary wil
be made known to a wide public
by, among other things, special
events. Together with the B-in-
Berlin rllenl and ladies' fashion
exhibition, Berlin (D), a trend area
is to be set up and platform
discussions are to be arranged on
currenttopics in the sector at the
show in luly 2005.They tell us that
for the CPD show in july they are
organising "an entirely different
design for the trend and commu-
nication area" with lgedo Com
pany, Dusseldorf (D), their ex'
hibition partner of many years.
At both exhibitions lashion shows
and parties" will also "form the
highl ights ' :explains theVDMD.
Since its foundation, the VDMD
has set itself the task, among
other things, of integrating free
lance and employed designers and
strengthening their position with
regard to their clients or employ
ers. VDMD say that about 350
German fashiof and textile de-
signers belong to it.(Membership
structufe: 88% women,12% neni
in each cäse about 80%freelance/
se f-employed, 10% employees/lec
turers,10% studentt. lt points to

its partners, sometimes of very
ong-standing, in its activities in-
cluding sector associationt in-
dividLral com panies, sponsor mem-
bers and exhibition companies.
TheVDMD sees itself according to
its own statements as a service
providerto its members. seminaß
and consullancy on legal, tax
and insurance issues fof the first
stages of standalone business are
among the core elements of the
services offered. They say that
they are also pursuing the im-
plementation of network thinking
within the association and with
other sector organisations, Mem-
bers have received many deals
through the association, for in-
stance on subscriptions to or en-
tries in databases. Industry the
träde and designers are very
happy to lse the fashion colour
charts that appear twice a year
with an analysis of international
trendt says the association.
The VDMD says that it often älso
functions as a point of reference
forthose interested in fashion and
textile careers, the specialist and
generalpress and for those study-
ing fortheir diplomas who are re
searching into fäshion and textile
subjects. An appointments section
in the B2B area ofthe associationt
website publishes current vacan-
cieswith partners in industry. d
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